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BAPTISM: Preparation classes meet at St Pius
contact parish office.

MARRIAGE: Call Parish office six months
before your planned wedding date.
VISITATION OF THE SICK: Please contact the
parish office as hospitals will not notify us.
RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults):
Contact the parish office.

Dear Friends,

Last weekend we heard from the end of Matthew’s Gospel and
now we make our pivot to the beginning and just like that, for the
next few weeks there will seem to be an absence of Jesus in the
stories, but the anticipation will begin to arise for the coming of
the Savior at Christmas. Of course, we must be mindful that we
are not preparing ourselves for a birthday as we might for our
own. We sometimes sense that illusion by dragging out our
statues for the nativity each year, myself included, that can take
us back to our childhood and a holding onto memories of the
past.

But that’s not what this is all about. If anything, it is a call of an
expansion of our hearts so that we can begin to see our lives
through the lens of this Cosmic Christ that goes beyond any
historical moment of God breaking into the world and our lives.
Rather, it is the constant unfolding of salvation history within us
and yet so far beyond us that all we can do is stand in awe and
wonder of the majesty of this God that never ceases to amaze us
in our lives. Remember that child-like look of kids when they first
gaze upon that nativity? That's the sense of wonder that God
tries to give birth to in our lives. No, it's not being naive, but
rather, in the face of such suffering in our lives and world, God
continues to be. It's truly what we prepare ourselves for this
Advent.

This week we also celebrate the Immaculate Conception. The
day of obligation is Thursday. It is the patronal feast for the
United States so all are encouraged to come, cease from our
busy lives for a moment, and pray. The Mass schedule is as
follows:

Wednesday, December 7th St. Mary’s  6pm

Thursday, December 8th School Mass at St. Pius 8:30am
St. Mary’s  Noon
St. Pius 7pm

Peace,

Father Marty

Readings for the Next Week
Third Sunday of Advent
December 11, 2016
Isaiah 35:1-6a, 10 James 5:7-10 Matthew 11:2-11
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