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BAPTISM: Preparation classes meet

at St Pius - contact Deacon Patrick Woods.

MARRIAGE: Call Parish office six months
before your planned wedding date.

VISITATION OF THE SICK:

Please contact the parish office

as hospitals will not notify us.

RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults):
Contact the parish office.

lary of the Assumption Church | 5502 York

Dear Friends,

This Tuesday evening, September 19" at 6pm we’ll gather in
Genesis Hall at St. Pius for our next potluck dinner. As mentioned
earlier, this will be an opportunity to share what’s been worked on
over the summer regarding the new pastorate pastoral council and
how the council will proceed as a new discerning body, preparing for
the future. One of the council's first tasks will be to evaluate what
already exists and move towards a strategic plan.

Another discussion topic will be mass times for the pastorate. I'm well
aware that this is probably one of the most difficult tasks and changes
for any of us, but it is a reality that we need to face together. The goal
of this process will be to move us towards 4 or 5 masses each
weekend for the pastorate, hopefully offering some alternatives for

all. In our own discernment process we’ll approach it from the
perspective that one priest should be able to do all pastorate masses
if needed.

| have researched all the mass times in parishes that neighbor this
pastorate and found, including ours, there are close to 30 masses a
weekend. These masses are all within a 1 to 2 mile area! Of course
there are realities we have to work around, such as faith formation on
Sunday morning, but | do believe that together we can come up with
something that works going forward. As | mentioned a few weeks
ago, status quo is not an option. We've already reduced the daily
mass schedule to something that is more manageable. By the end of
last school year | was overwhelmed and exhausted by the current
mass schedule and that isn’t healthy for the community or me. I'm
hoping to avoid that this year and for the years to come, not only for
Fr. John and myself but for any priest that follows us.

My final thought — everyone should be able to worship where they
choose. Most find one or the other parishes “home”. However, we all
need to change a bit because it's a communal change. | know
there’s a risk of losing people Our commitment must first be to the
mission and the formation of missionary disciples as Pope Francis
lays out. Faith and the mission of faith will be our driving force as we
move forward together, as one pastorate.

Peace,

Father Mouty

Fr. Marty posts his weekly homilies on his blog:
https://herodescent.wordpress.com/
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