

mailto:SWenceslaus@archbalt.org
mailto:SWenceslaus@archbalt.org
http://www.stwen.org/

SAINT WENCESLAUS CHURCH
Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe
November 20, 2016

From the Pastor . ..

My Sisters and Brothers:

Today we celebrate the Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe. On this unique Feast Day of
the Church, we are invited to reflect upon our understanding of who Jesus is as our “Savior,” as our “King,” and as our
“Messiah.” Echoing today’s Gospel, I believe this day can inspire us to pray together: “Lord Jesus, remember us when
you come into your kingdom!” And with faith that transcends the “wisdom of the world,” we must actually do this with the
“foolishness” of the crucifixion of Jesus as our reference point! For those of us who believe in the power of the Cross, we
once again renew our commitment to Jesus as Lord and Savior, Messiah and King!

According to all of the Gospel narratives, Jesus’ humiliating death on the cross also included the indignity of
being mocked by a lot of very worldly people—some of whom even claimed to be “religious.” These included rulers, chief
priests, scribes, Pharisees, soldiers and the crowds of hostile onlookers (see Matthew 27:24-55, Mark 15:1-47, Luke 23:1-
56 and John 19:1-42). In each account, these people rebuked any notion of Jesus as “Messiah,” and so they scornfully
laughed at him, and they faithlessly exclaimed him to be “the King of the Jews.” And without an understanding of the
true meaning of his “kingship,” nor of his identity as “Messiah,” they contemptuously challenged him “to save himself as
he had saved others.” After all, the religious leaders had claimed the “king” and the “Messiah” would come to save his
people, hadn’t they? At least it’s what they thought as people guided by those trapped in “false religions” and who were
also schooled in the “wisdom of the world.”

The Gospels also tell us thieves were crucified alongside of Jesus, and even they jeered at him (see Mt 27:44, Mk
15:32 and Lk 23:39). According to Luke’s version (read at today’s Mass), one of the thieves “reviled Jesus” and said to
him: “Are you not the Messiah? Save yourself and us” (see verse 39). But the second thief in Luke’s account, the
“repentant thief” whose name tradition tells us was Dismas, instead professed his faith in Jesus as he proclaimed: “Jesus,
you have done nothing criminal . . . please remember me when you come into your kingdom!” (cf. verses 41 and 42).
Dismas’ remarkable profession of faith, so poignantly made even in his own darkest hour, gave testimony to the actual
saving power and to the purpose of Jesus’ death on the cross. In fact, he had come to save his people, especially those
who were the worst of “sinners.” And so, from the cross, even as he was being mocked as a powerless “king” by the
unbelievers, Jesus in fact “saved” Dismas, a true believer! This reality reminds us we too need to acknowledge and accept
who Jesus truly is as our crucified “king” and “Messiah”; like Dismas, we need to repent from our own personal
sinfulness, and to profess our faith in the promise of everlasting life! In this way, and even though it seems foolish to the
worldly, who will mock the apparent folly of Jesus upon the cross, we who are also “sinners,” are also “saved.”

On this Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe, and with the power of the Cross in mind, let’s
once again profess our faith in Jesus as our Lord and Savior, our Messiah and our King! Unfortunately, and like those
crowds at Calvary, the people of this world will never understand our faith, and they likely will mock it and even remind
us of the apparent failure of the crucified Jesus. But like Dismas the “repentant thief,” we believe and we profess our
faith in Jesus, and we know the saving power of that Cross! And so, with him we then pray “Lord Jesus, remember us
when you come into your kingdom!” Today, let’s encourage each other with this message of our faith!

Praise God! Friar Timothy

PRAYER REQUESTS ALTAR FLOWERS
Pray for Albert Hannon, St. Wenceslaus School graduate Main altar flowers are in memory of Patricia Murray in
’57, recovering from throat surgery. Continue to pray for celebration of the anniversary of her death given by her
our sick and homebound, especially Arnold Anderson, cousin Arthur Lyons.

Donald Benedict, Beatrice Hradsky, Irene Gist, Sheila
Lambert, Albert J. Novak, I, Mary Schwartz, Charles
Supik, Lillian Tyler and Joan Pittman.
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INVESTMENT CLUB WINNERS
Week 6
$100 — Richard Biarconi
$50 — Laurence Vojik
$25 - Mary Dorsey

Seller: Church
Seller: Church
Seller: Church

NEXT SUNDAY
First Sunday of Advent

1stReading Isaiah 2:1-5
2"Reading Romans 13:11-14
Gospel Matthew 24:37-44

MASS INTENTIONS
Sun. Nov20 8:00am Bartlett & Marie Regan
11:45 For the Parishioners
Tues Nov?22 8:00 John & Frances Grier
Wed Nov23 8:00 Charles & Evelyn White
Thurs Nov 24 7:00 Arden G. & Marie
Livingston, Sr (Gift of Hope)

Fri Nov 25 8:00 C. Edward Goldbeck, Jr.

SUNDAY ATTENDANCE & COLLECTIONS

Masses  Attendance Collection
11/13/2016 8:00 am 60
11:45 39
99
Total $2,608.98
Last Year’s Total 11/15/15 $1,814.91

CAMPAIGN FOR HUMAN DEVELOPMENT
The Catholic Campaign for Human Development is a
self-help project of the U S Conference of Catholic
Bishops to support grassroots efforts to relieve poverty.
A national collection is taken for that purpose each year.
Our second collection is in support of this project. If you
would like to make a donation please use the envelopes
provided in the back of the church.

THANKSGIVING DAY MASS
Masses for Thanksgiving will be offered Wednesday
evening November 23, 7:00 pm at St. Ann’s and
Thursday morning 9:00 am at St. Wenceslaus. We
encourage you to begin your family Thanksgiving
celebration by offering thanks to God.

LECTOR WORKBOOKS
Next Sunday begins the new church year. Sunday
readings will come from cycle A, the Gospel of St.
Matthew. Workbooks for lectors are available on the
table in the sacristy. All lectors are asked to pick up their

book as they leave church today. Please be sure to check
your name off the list.

ADVENT PRAYER BOOKS
Copies of “The Word Among Us” for the Advent season
are available in the back of the church. They contain
readings and reflections for each day of the season.
Please remember to take one.

MEN’S CLUB FELLOWSHIP LUNCHEON
Saturday, December 3, 2016, at the Tokyo Seafood
Buffet, 6901 Security Blvd. The average cost of the meal
(ALL YOU CAN EAT) is about $15.00.Bus
transportation will be available. The bus will leave
at12:00 pm. All men and boys of the church are
encouraged to attend.

REVIVAL AT ST. FRANCIS XAVIER

Our good neighbor, the Historic St. Francis Xavier
Church, is having a Revivalentitled "I Will Return to
My Father's House." It will take place at the
church Thursday, December 1st through Saturday,
December 3rd at 6:30 p.m.on each of the three
evenings. The Revival will be led by the renowned
preacher, Deacon Larry Oney of Hope and Purpose
Ministries. He is a permanent deacon for the Catholic
Archdiocese of New Orleans and serves at Divine Mercy
Parish in Kenner, Louisiana. Please take advantage of
this wonderful opportunity for spiritual renewal! For
more information, please call the St. Francis parish
office at 410-727-4160.

SISTA CIRCLE
Saturday, December 10, 2016 St. Ann’s Sista Circle
presents their Holiday Tea at St. Matthew’s Church,
5401 Loch Raven Blvd. from 1 pm — 5 pm. The cost is
$50 due by November 29. Contact Cynthia Johnson for
ticket inquires at 443-854-8094. Proceeds benefit the St.
Ann Health & Wellness Fair.

MOTHER MARY LANGE AWARDS

The 20" Annual Mother Mary Lange, O.S.P. Awards
Banquet will be held on Friday, February 10, 2017 at
7:00 pm at Martin’s West on Dogwood Rd. The event is
sponsored by the Office of Black Catholics to honor
members of our Black Catholic parishes for leadership,
service and youth activity. Tickets for the St.
Wenceslaus tables can be ordered from the parish at $60
each, payable when the tickets are picked up.
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Fr. Joe Breighner WHAT CAN STRAY CATS
offers his book- TEACH US ABOUT LIFE?...
“(More Mections You may be surprised!

Along A Country Road” Fr. Jo Breighner's book —
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Short, insightful, meaningful, motivating, inspirational...some of an easy ‘purrfectly” insightful read.

Send $10.00 plus $2.00 for

postage & handling to ]
FATA  P.O. Box 4889 ay
Baltimore, MD 21211 ‘ 7

(checks only payable to FATA)

Fr. Joe's best thoughts.
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