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SUNDAY
WEEKDAYS
HOLYDAYS

MASSES
8:00 and 11:45 am
8:00 am
As announced in the bulletin

CONFESSIONS:
Please contact the parish office to schedule an
appointment for confessions
DEVOTIONS:
Infant of Prague Novena - Tuesdays at 8:30 a.m.
Our Lady of Perpetual Help Novena - Wednesdays
at 8:30 a.m.
First Friday Holy Hour for Vocations - 8:30 a.m.
BAPTISMS:
Adult candidates and parents of infants are invited to
contact the pastor so that we can begin preparations
for baptism.
MARRIAGE:
We extend a warm welcome to couples desiring to
be married in the church. Please contact us early (six
months or more) so that we can work with you to prepare for your wedding.
PASTORAL CARE OF THE SICK:
Please notify the pastor when a member is unable to
come to church. We will be happy to provide pastoral
care at home or in the hospital.

SUNDAY SCHOOL:
Sunday School classes for children and youth meet
every Sunday in the Lyceum from 9:30 to 11:30A.M.
To register call the church office or Ms. Edith Pumphrey,
Director, at 410-488-7069.

PARISH MEMBERSHIP:
We urge you to register as a member of the parish,
so that we can keep you informed of church activities. We will be happy to provide you with church
envelopes to assist you in the support of the church.
You may register in person at the church office
weekdays between 9:00 to 2:00 or by completing
the following form.

Name
Street
Phone
Check:
New Registration
Change of Address
Catholic Review
Yes

Zip
Moving out of Parish
Want Envelopes
No

Please cut out and drop in the collection box or
mail to the rectory.

SAINT WENCESLAUS CHURCH
First Sunday of Lent
March 5, 2017

From the Pastor . . .
My Sisters and Brothers:
As we begin this Holy Season of Lent, today’s Gospel describes “The Temptations of Jesus in the Desert.” We’re told the
tempter (i.e., “the devil”) approached Jesus as he fasted and prayed, and he offered him various alternative options to his
purpose and mission. However, in response to each of these “ungodly” temptations, and to paraphrase just a bit, Jesus
said to him: “Get away from me Satan, for it is written: Truly, one can only live on the word that comes from the mouth of
God, and the Lord your God you shall worship, and him alone you shall serve” (see Matthew 4:4, 7&10).
These “temptations” of Jesus, and his resistance to them, may incline us to reflect on our own experiences of
being “tempted,” and our own struggles resisting them. It’s possible when we’ve “given in to temptation” we may have
been quick to proclaim the easy excuse “the devil made me do it!” After all, didn’t Eve use the same excuse in the Garden
of Eden; after eating from the tree of knowledge, she proclaimed “the serpent deceived me, and so I ate” (see Genesis
3:13). But let’s be honest and admit such rationalizations are simply nothing more than disingenuous “self-justifications.”
And isn’t it true such excuses are meant to relieve us from taking personal responsibilities for our actions?
This makes me think of a sign I have seen posted on a tree along a country road on which I sometimes travel. It
reads: “Alcohol is Satan’s Brew!” As Catholics, we don’t ascribe to the theology underpinning the sign’s message: that is,
our world is a place involved in some kind of not-yet-completed cosmic battle between the forces of good and evil. In
such a world, the power of Satan would be very real, as he would continue to command forces and dominions, and he
would have the ability to tempt and to destroy the otherwise Godly (this being said, I must here note that people with
mental health issues and addictions are subject to forces involving different dynamics altogether; their difficulties and
setbacks should never be cited as examples of temptations gone awry due to moral weaknesses–but that’s the subject of
another essay). The cosmic battle scenario noted above would suggest the possibility of a devil’s power somehow
rivaling the Almighty and Powerful God. And this would involve understandings of spiritual realities Catholics simply do
not accept.
We believe everything in the created order is good and holy, because God created all that is; this was affirmed
when Jesus was born into this world (i.e., the Incarnation of Jesus Christ confirms the goodness and holiness of
everything on earth). And so, from a Catholic perspective, the only power of the devil over material things is that
“surrendered” by otherwise healthy people said to be “tempted.” We believe such people, especially those empowered by
God’s eternal grace, are actually enabled to have complete control over “ungodly” temptations and sins. And so, they
must then take responsibility for their failures, because their so-called “losses of control” were really always voluntary,
even if something like “Satan’s Brew” was involved!
Today, as we contemplate “The Temptations of Jesus in the Desert,” we are invited to consider the various
“temptations” we might face, and how we can overcome them as we strive to be men and women of faith. We believe
“one can only live on the word that comes from the mouth of God, and the Lord our God we shall worship, and him alone
we shall serve!” Therefore, let’s not be distracted by the false promises and the deceptions of any “ungodly” temptations
that might come our way. We are in control, and God gives us every power and grace we need to live good and holy
lives. And so, as we enter this Holy Season of Lent, let’s seek a renewed sense of our own purpose and mission! My
friends, let’s truly resist all temptations as we “turn away from sin and believe in the Gospel!”
Praise God! Friar Timothy
PRAYER REQUESTS
Continue to keep in prayer our sick, homebound and
recovering members, especially Arnold Anderson,
Donald Benedict, Shrene Burnett, Ike Clayton,
Beatrice Hradsky, Irene Gist, Sheila Lambert,
Kimberly Lambert, Rosetta Lane, Albert J. Novak, II,
Mary Schwartz, Charles Supik, Evelyn Turner,
Lillian Tyler and Joseph Knox (brother of Gloria
Barber). Remember also Fr. Timothy and his family,

relatives, friends, our city, those who serve our country in
the military and all the needs recorded in our parish
prayer intention book.
PASTORAL COUNCIL
The next Pastoral Council meeting will be held on
Tuesday, March 14th at 7:00 pm in the church rectory.
All members are encouraged to attend. The meetings are
opened to all parishioners.
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March 5, 2017
LENTEN FAST & ABSTINENCE FOR CATHOLICS

Remember, the fast and abstinence obligations for Lent
are as follows: Every person 14 years of age or older
must abstain from meat (and items made with meat) on
Ash Wednesday, Good Friday, and all the Fridays of
Lent. Every person between the age of 18 and 59 must
fast (i.e., eat one main meal and two smaller meals that
don’t add up to one main meal, with no snacking in
between meals) on Ash Wednesday and Good Friday.
LENTEN FISH FRY
Remember to turn in your order form or call the rectory
to get your Fried Fish Dinner ($12) or Fish Sandwich
($7) each Friday during lent. The dates are March 10th,
17th, 24th and 31st. The Sunday School staff will be
selling the Fried Fish Dinners at the rectory. Each dinner
includes fried whiting, green beans, cornbread, your
choice of potato salad or mac ‘n’ cheese and a canned
beverage.
MINISTERS' RETREAT AT ST. FRANCIS XAVIER

The church van will be available for the Ministers’
Retreat at St. Francis Xavier church on Saturday,
March 11th. The van will depart the parking lot NLT
9:15 a.m. You are asked to please bring your rosary
and bible to the retreat.
SPRING INVESTMENT CLUB
The Spring Investment Club begins today and ends on
May 7th. Tickets cost $10 each and offer forty chances to
win cash prizes ranging from $25 to $200. Extra tickets
are still available in the church office. Be sure to turn in
your ticket stubs today. The first drawing will take place
this afternoon.
ATTENDANCE & COLLECTIONS
Masses Attendance
Collection
2/26//2017
8:00 am
48
11:45
39
87
Total
$1,374.57
Last Year’s Total – 2/28/2016

$2,063.39

READINGS FOR NEXT SUNDAY
Second Sunday of Lent
1st Reading
Genesis 12:1–4a
2ndReading
2 Timothy 1:8b–10
Gospel
Matthew 17:1–9

MASS INTENTIONS
8:00 am
Vicki V. Goldbeck
11:45
For the Parishioners
Tues Mar 7 8:00
Rev. Thomas Kozlousky
Wed Mar 8 8:00
Ed & Vicki Goldbeck
Thurs Mar 9 8:00
Patrick Sawyer
Fri
Mar 10 8:00
Maximilian Vicen
Sun

Mar 5

MEN’S CLUB BREAKFAST AND RAFFLE
In preparation of the Men’s Club Annual Spring
Breakfast, Sunday, April 23rd, club members will be
selling raffle tickets $1.00 each or 7 for $5.00. Prizes
include a 40″ Flat Panel HD TV; Professional Family
Photo Session; variety of cash and other prizes. Raffle
tickets are available from Men’s Club members and
church office.
DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME
Next Sunday, March 12th, is the start of Daylight
Savings Time. Don’t forget to set your clocks
FORWARD 1 HOUR.
DISPENSATION FOR ST. PATRICK’S DAY
Catholics wishing to celebrate St. Patrick’s Day with a
feast of corned beef and cabbage may still do so this
year, even though March 17 falls on a Friday of Lent – a
day of abstinence from meat. Archbishop William E.
Lori has granted Catholics in the Archdiocese of
Baltimore a dispensation, an exemption, from the
obligation to abstain from meat that day. Catholics who
take advantage of the dispensation are encouraged to
make some other suitable response in lieu of abstaining
March 17.

OUTSIDE THE PARISH . . .
Soup and Scripture at St. Ann. Each Wednesday, from
March 8 to April 5, St. Ann’s Church will host a meal of soup
and bread at 6:15 pm, followed by a presentation and
discussion on the themes of “Refresh and Renew Your Life:
Daily Reflections Practices and Prayers”. This week’s guest
speaker will be Dr. Patricia Fosarelli, Assistant Dean,
St. Mary’s Seminary and University Ecumenical Institute.
St. Gregory the Great Church. 2nd Annual Jazz Cabaret
Fundraiser. Saturday, March 18, 2017 at New All Saints
Church Hall, 4408 Liberty Heights Ave., from 7:00 – 9:00 pm.
Tickets: $25.00. For more information check the bulletin
board in the back of the church.
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Cvach/ROSEDALE

410-327-7627 Daily, Evening & Sat. Appt. Available

FUNERAL HOME, INC.

ANN E. CHRISTOPHER, D.D.S.

1211 CHESACO AVE.
410-682-2467

Family Dentistry

Same Day Service

– NEW PATIENTS WELCOME –

Since 1879

3209 Eastern Avenue

Baltimore, MD 21224

Don’t Advertise

TODAY!

Weakly

410-501-5284

ADVERTISE

WEEKLY
This
Space

Redefining the Funeral Experience
www.MarchFH.com
East: 1101 E. North Avenue * Baltimore, MD 21202 * 410-727-3300
West: 4300 Wabash Avenue * Baltimore, MD 21215 * 410-542-2400

Available.
Please Call Us At

410-578-3600

Fast, Reliable,
Local Service

Volunteer
for. . .

H

ouse

A Family Grief & Loss Center
In Baltimore, MD

SPACE
AVAILABLE

*Programs for Children & Adults*
Call: (410) 235-6633 • www.Robertashouse.org

#2097

Jim Bush
Plumbing

To donate call
(410) 662-0500
ext. 201

Senior Discounts
Plumbing • Heating
Bathroom & Kitchen
Remodeling
Waterproofing
Drains Cleaned

410-644-1399

410-662-0500 ext. 201
www.vincentbaltimore.org

St. Vincent de Paul of Baltimore
2305 N Charles Street
Suite 300
Baltimore, MD 21218

“Seeking Serenity”
- a booklet for those
suffering health problems.
Quick-reading, inspiring, cheering.....

A meaningful gift for those you care about.
Send $10.00 to FATA: P.O. Box 4889 • Baltimore, MD 21211
(Checks only payable to FATA)

Fr. Joe Breighner
offers his book-

“More Reflections
Along A Country Road”
...Over 200 "Minute Meditations for Everyday" on all kinds of topics.
Short, insightful, meaningful, motivating, inspirational...some of
Fr. Joe's best thoughts.
Send $10.00 plus $4.50 for postage & handling to FATA
P.O. Box 4889 • Baltimore, MD 21211 (checks only payable to FATA)

OUR

HIT HOME(S)!
If interested in
this space
please call us at

410-578-3600

WHAT CAN STRAY CATS
TEACH US ABOUT LIFE?...
You may be surprised!
Fr. Joe Breighner’s book –

“For the Love
of Stray Cats”
an easy “purrfectly” insightful read.
Send $10.00 plus $2.00 for
postage & handling to
FATA • P.O. Box 4889
Baltimore, MD 21211
(checks only payable to FATA)
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