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MASSES

SUNDAY 8:00 and 11:45 am

WEEKDAYS Tues., Wed. & Fri.: 8:00 am St. Wencesuals Church; Thurs. 8:00 am Gift of Hope Chapel

HOLYDAYS As announced in the bulletin

CONFESSIONS:
Please contact the parish office to schedule an
appointment for confessions

DEVOTIONS:
Infant of Prague Novena - Tuesdays at 8:30 a.m.
Our Lady of Perpetual Help Novena - Wednesdays
at 8:30 a.m.
First Friday Holy Hour for Vocations - 8:30 a.m.

BAPTISMS:
Adult candidates and parents of infants are invited to
contact the pastor so that we can begin preparations
for baptism.

MARRIAGE:

We extend a warm welcome to couples desiring to be
married in the church. Please contactus early (six
months or more) so that we can work with you to pre-
pare for your wedding.

PAST ORAL CARE OF THE SICK:

Please notify the pastor when a member is unable to
come to church. We will be happy to provide pastoral
care at home or in the hospital.
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SUNDAY SCHOOL:

Sunday School classes for children and youth meet every
Sunday in the Church rectory from 9:30 to 11:30 A.M. To
register call the church office or Ms. Edith Pumphrey,
Director, at 410-488-7069.

PARISH MEMBERSHIP:

We urge you to register as a member of the parish,
so that we can keep you informed of church activi-
ties. We will be happy to provide you with church
envelopes to assist you in the support of the church.
You may register in person at the church office
weekdays between 9:00 to 2:00 or by completing
the following form.

Street

Phone Zip

Check: I

[0 New Registration [0 Moving out of Parish I

[ change of Address O want Envelopes

Catholic Review [Yes [No I
-4

Please cut out and drop in the collection box or
mail to the rectory.




SAINT WENCESLAUS CHURCH
Third Sunday of Lent
March 19, 2017

Fromthe Pastor . . .

My Sisters and Brothers:

In his Letter to the Romans, Saint Paul wrote “for all have sinned and have fallen short of the glory of God.” Even
so, he also proclaimed “by the grace of God, and through redemption by Christ Jesus, sinners have been forgiven
and justified” (cf. Romans 3:23-26). These teachings about sin and redemption always come to my mind as |
contemplate the Gospel story of the “Samaritan woman at the well” (see John 4:5-42).

Like the Samaritan woman, isn’t it true none of us have been “sinless” and/or “perfect,” and don’t we also
“thirst” for forgiveness from our sins, and for the promise of eternal life? It seems to me everything about Jesus’
encounter with her wonderfully foretold his saving actions on behalf of all who have fallen short of God’s glory!
Because of his “unorthodox” kindness, and his willingness to share the “living water,” the Samaritan woman began
to recognize who he was as the Messiah. And even though she seemed to be greatly “unworthy,” Jesus made it
possible for her to be “saved.” Because of their encounter, the Samaritan woman recognized the truth of her
salvation, and then she went on to testify to others about what Jesus had said and done. And as we have been (and
are) sinners like the “woman at the well,” Jesus desires to draw near to us; he wants to share with us his “living
water.” Jesus hopes to save us too!

This story is filled with symbolism. Given the cultural and religious norms of the time, it’s very notable
Jesus even spoke to her at all. Not only was she a woman, she was also a Samaritan (i.e., from a religious sect
thought by the ““righteous™ to be impure), and to make matters worse, she was also an adulteress. Questions could
have been asked! Why would Jesus, a holy man, spend time being seen with such a woman, and such a sinner?
Why did he take the time to talk to her? Why did he ask her, someone so unworthy, for a drink of water? As a
religious man of his times, Jesus would have been expected to follow very strict laws about associating with women,
as well as for using various utensils and vessels, such as those used to drink water. Yet in this case, he broke all the
rules! And so, it’s no wonder his disciples were surprised, and perhaps even annoyed, when he gave her such
attention. Yet he did so without hesitation, and then he lovingly addressed her adultery. Jesus’ “unorthodox” actions
enabled her to admit who she was, and then she was able to acknowledge her “thirst” for forgiveness. Because of
their encounter, the Samaritan woman, a “sinner,” was invited to drink from the “spring of water welling up to
eternal life,” and this led her to give testimony about it to others. And even though we too are “sinners,” Jesus
lovingly approaches us as well! He offers us the same promise of salvation!

Throughout his entire ministry, Jesus was known for associating with “sinners.” It didn’t matter to him what
others thought of his merciful approach toward the lowly and the rejected. Jesus knew *“all have sinned and have
fallen short of the glory of God,” and so he enthusiastically embraced his mission to bring forgiveness to all.
Although we too are “sinners” and are not “perfect,” Jesus invites us to drink from the “spring of water welling up to
eternal life.” For this reason, and like the “Samaritan woman at the well,” let’s therefore drink from its abundance!
My friends, “by the grace of God, and through redemption by Christ Jesus, we who are sinners have been forgiven
and justified.” Let’s encourage each other with this Good News of our salvation!

Praise God! Friar Timothy

those who serve our country in the military and all the
needs recorded in our parish prayer intention book.

PRAYER REQUESTS
Continue to keep in prayer our sick, homebound and
recovering members, especially Arnold Anderson,

Donald Benedict, Hattie Boone, lke Clayton, PASTORAL COUNCIL

Beatrice Hradsky, Irene Gist, Sheila Lambert,
Kimberly Lambert, Rosetta Lane, Albert J. Novak,
Il, Walter Novak, Mary Schwartz, Charles Supik,
Evelyn Turner, Lillian Tyler. Remember also Fr.
Timothy and his family, relatives, friends, our city,

The Pastoral Council meeting will be held Tuesday,
March 21° at 7:00 pm in the church rectory. All
members are encouraged to attend. The meetings are
opened to all parishioners.
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LENTEN SCHEDULE CORRECTIONS
Lenten Reconciliation Service: Monday April 3,
2017 — 7:00 p.m. at St. Francis Xavier Church
Sedar Meal: ‘Wednesday, April 12, 2017, 7:00 p.m.
at Mother Seton Academy hall.

DEVOTIONAL MATERIALS
There are still copies of the Lenten prayer book “The
Word Among Us” available, which offers scripture
readings, prayer and action for each day of Lent. We
invite you to take a copy from the table in back of the
church.

LENTEN FISH FRY
The Lenten Fish Fry continues this Friday in the
church rectory. Dinners are being sold by the Sunday
School Staff for $12 and fish sandwiches for $7.
Order forms on table in the back of church or call in
your order, 410-675-7304.

SPRING INVESTMENT CLUB WINNERS
The Spring Investment Club began on March 5" and
continues through May 7", 2017.

Week 1 Winners:

$100 — James Vitteh #885
$50 — Frank Nachodsky #114
$25 — Robert Hand #590

Seller: Self
Seller: Self
Seller: George Hand

Week 2 Winners:

$100 —Arnold Anderson #294 Seller:Andrea
Anderson

Seller: Ellen Hauer

$50 —Joseph Hauer #803
Seller: Church

$25 — R. DiMattei #1723

READINGS FOR NEXT SUNDAY
Fourth Sunday of Lent

1% Reading 1 Samuel: 16:1b, 6-7, 10-13a
2"Reading Ephesians 5:8-14
Gospel John 9:1-41

MASS INTENTIONS

Sun  Mar 19 8:00 am Charles & Josephine
Brockmeyer
11:45 For the Parishioners

Tues Mar 21 8:00 Russel Ritger & Family
Wed Mar 2 8:00 Gilbert & Dorothy Goetz
Thurs Mar 23 8:00 (Gift of Hope)

Fri Mar 17 8:00 Special Intentions

MEN’S CLUB BREAKFAST AND RAFFLE
In preparation of Men’s Club Annual Spring
Breakfast, Sunday, April 23" club members are
selling raffle tickets, $1.00 each or 7 for $5.00. Prizes
include a 40” Flat Panel HD TV; Professional Family
Photo Session; variety of cash & other prizes. Raffle
tickets are available from a Men’s Club member or
church office.

EMMITSBURG, MD PILGRIMAGE
Please join us on a pilgrimage to Emmitsburg, MD to
visit the National Shrine of Elizabeth Ann Seton and the
National Shrine Grotto of Our Lady of Lourdes on
Saturday, April 22" 2017. To guarantee your seat on
the bus a Non-Refundable Deposit of $10 per person is
due NLT March 26™ and a final payment of $40 is due
NLT April 16™. Signup sheets and flyers are on the
table in back of church. For more information contact
Alicia Champlin, 443-722-6652, Cynthia Johnson, 443-
854-8094 or Antoinette Shannon, 443-928-1650.

MARK YOUR CALENDAR. ...

Men’s Club Easter Brunch, April 23, 9:30 — 11:00 a.m.
Fellowship Day Pot Luck Luncheon, May 21

Outreach Center Crab Feast, July 15, 2:00 — 6:00 p.m.

OUTSIDE THE PARISH . . .

Soup and Scripture at St. Ann. Each Wednesday, from
March 8 to April 5, St. Ann’s Church will host a meal
of soup and bread at 6:15 pm, followed by a presentation
and discussion on the themes of ““Refresh and Renew
Your Life: Daily Reflections Practices and Prayers”.
This week’s reflection will be provided by St. Ann’s
Church Prayer Leaders.

St. Ann’s Annual Fundraising Event Saturday, May
13™, Shrimp and Bull Roast. Tickets are currently
available at $60 per person. Please see Bobby Jackson,
Jay Brown, Tyrone Wooden, Rachel Carrenard and
Rogelio D’Almeida for tickets. See flyer on bulletin
board in back of church.

Catholic Men's Fellowship of Maryland 20™ Annual
Conference, March 25, 2017, 8:00 am — 4:00 pm, at the
Carl J. Murphy Fine Arts Center, 2201 Argonne Dr,
Baltimore, MD 21218. For ticket information, check the
website:
http://www.catholicmensfellowship.com/tickets.html
The National Black Catholic Congress, Xl1, July 5-9,
2017, will be held at the Hyatt Regency in Orlando,
Flordia. For more information check the website:
https://www.nbccongress.org/congress-xii.html



http://www.catholicmensfellowship.com/tickets.html
https://www.nbccongress.org/congress-xii.html
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“(More Mections You may be surprised!

Along A Country Road” Fr. Jo Breighner's book —

“For the Love

...Over 200 "Oinute Meditations for Everyday" on all kinds of topics. of Stray Cats”
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Fr. Joe's best thoughts.
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