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Dear Parishioners, 

The traditional Dickens story, “A Christmas CaroL ” is a reminder that Christmas is a celebration not only for today 

but of things past and of things-to-come and how those “things-to-come” might be different by our response to God’s 

gifts.  We celebrate the great gift of salvation that Christ gave us in His coming “in time” some 2000 years ago but just as 

importantly, we look forward to His coming again at the end of time. It is what we do in this time in between that is most 

important.  I hope that your celebration of Christmas this year will be one filled with joy and also inspiration of how your 

response to God’s goodness can be shared with your family, friends, your Church and the world around you.  Our Parish 

has been blessed by over 68 years of ministry to our people and our community, but we know that there are still 

challenges to be met if we are to continue ministry into the future.  As you give thanks to God this Christmas, as you 

consider resolutions for the New Year, I ask you to keep the two great commandments of Christ in mind, to love God and 

to love your neighbor.  These commandments are reminders to us that all we have is a result of God’s love for us and that 

we are called in return to gratitude and to sharing of our gifts.  As we approach the end of the year please keep in mind our 

on-going needs with a special end-of- year gift to IHM Parish or School.  These are opportunities to share what God has 

given you with your wider faith community now and with benefits for years to come.  I thank you for all your support of 

IHM over these past 68 years and ask for your continued support and prayers. 

                               A Blessed and Merry Christmas and Happy New Year, 

                                                                  Fr. Mike and Fr. Gosnell 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 
THE SOLEMNITY OF MARY, THE MOTHER OF GOD 

NEW YEAR’S EVE:   DECEMBER 31, 2016 - MASSES at 4:30pm and 6:00pm 

NEW YEAR’S DAY: JANUARY 1, 2017 – MASSES at 8:00am, 10:15am and 12 Noon. 

Our Annual Parish Open House will be held after all Masses on New Year’s Weekend. 

 
BAPTISM INFORMATION 

Participation in the Baptism Preparation Program is expected for all new parents who have not attended this program with a 

previous child.   We encourage parents to participate in this program before their baby's birth.  Please call the Rectory to 

schedule this program as soon as you know that you are expecting.  We encourage families to share this sacrament with the 

worshipping community by having their children baptized at the regular Saturday evening or Sunday Masses.  

GODPARENTS and SPONSORS 

Those asked to be godparents or Confirmation sponsors, whether it be here or at another Catholic Parish, are required to be 

Baptized, Confirmed, practicing Catholics who receive the sacraments regularly and are in good standing with the Church.  

Those seeking documentation to be godparents or sponsors would also be expected to be registered in the Church where they 

worship weekly.  If you are presently not eligible to receive the sacraments yourself because of a Marriage outside of the 

Catholic Church or other situation, you would need to address this issue before you could be a godparent or sponsor at IHM 

or receive a letter of eligibility from IHM to be a godparent elsewhere. (see Divorced and Remarriage section below.) 

**************************************************************************************************** 

ARE YOU DIVORCED AND IN ANOTHER MARRIAGE AFTER A DIVORCE? 

ARE YOU MARRIED TO SOMEONE WHO WAS PREVIOUSLY DIVORCED? 

WERE YOU MARRIED IN A CEREMONY OUTSIDE OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH? 

Many Catholics can answer “yes” to one or more of these questions. As was announced last year, Pope Francis has made 

the reconciliation of those divorced and remarried (or planning remarriage)  a priority  so that those who have been 

separated from the sacraments  will once again be able to receive Communion and the other sacraments and even to have 

their present union blessed.  If you are divorced and remarried or even if yours is a first time marriage for both you and 

your spouse but that marriage did not take place in the Catholic Church, you are encouraged to contact Fr. Mike or Fr. 

Gosnell to receive information on getting your marriage blessed in the Catholic Church so that you might return to the 

regular reception of the sacraments. (Note: Being divorced, but not remarried, is not an obstacle to receiving Communion 

or being a godparent or Confirmation sponsor.)   

 

RITE OF CHRISTIAN BURIAL 

The death of a loved one is always a sad and often stressful time for family members.  It is also a time when many people are 

faced with unfamiliar situations in making the final arrangements.  Questions are frequently asked about the Church’s 

position on cremation, on what is expected for a Catholic funeral and what role the family should take in these liturgical 

celebrations.  Information is available at the rear of the Church or by contacting the rectory to help you understand the 

Church’s funeral celebrations and to help you plan for yourself or for a loved one.  Materials are available at the Parish 

Office for those who wish to choose specific music and readings for the funeral Mass of their loved one.  



 

FAITH FORMATION    YOUTH MINISTRY  

The ministry of Faith Formation exists to encourage and support the faith development of all people of all ages throughout 

their lifetime.  Our goal is to help each person develop a deeper and more meaningful relationship with God.  Parents are 

the most important people in the faith development of children.  The Ministry of Faith Formation offers many programs 

and opportunities to assist you including: Adult study groups, Sunday Morning Faith Formation classes for children age 4 

through Grade 8 and for adults; Middle School Youth Ministry and High School Youth Ministry is also available.   First 

Eucharist and First Reconciliation preparation programs for children in 2
nd

 grade or older; and Confirmation preparation 

program for children in 8
th
 grade or older.  Information on Catechumen instruction for children age 6 and older who need 

to be baptized and Adults seeking sacraments and reception into the Catholic Church is available by calling the Faith 

Formation Office.  Additional information on these and many more opportunities can be found in the bulletin, (soon) on 

our website or by contacting the Faith Formation Office at 410-661-3820. 

^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^* 

IMMACULATE HEART OF MARY SCHOOL 
For over 65 years, Immaculate Heart of Mary School has been preparing young people with an education in Gospel values.  

The importance of a personal relationship with Christ continues as the pervasive element that underlies the curriculum at 

IHM School.  We are committed to preparing our young people to meet the challenges of the 21st century.  We offer a 

dedicated staff, and a support community of active, caring parents and guardians.  An emphasis is placed on developing self-

worth, personal responsibility, self-discipline and respect for life.  Students are empowered to live the gospel message thus 

developing an understanding of membership in the communities of family, church and society.  For further information or 

registration applications, contact  www.ihmschoolmd.org  or the school office at 410-668-8466. 

= = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = =                  

ATTENTION SPRING AND SUMMER BRIDES AND GROOMS 

Now is the time to be planning your wedding for the summer of 2017 and beyond.  In order to have time for adequate 

preparation for married life, the Church requires that you contact the priest or deacon that you wish to officiate at your 

wedding at least six months in advance.  If you are planning a wedding for 2017 or early 2018, please contact Fr. Mike, 

Fr. Gosnell, Deacon Jack Martin, or the priest or deacon of your choice to make the appropriate preparations, not just for 

your wedding day but for your life together.   

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>*<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<< 

UPCOMING EVENTS: 2017 

 Concert Series Presentations:  Sunday February 26, 2017 at 4:00pm – Organ Concert co-sponsored by the Baltimore 

Chapter of the American guild of Organists; Sunday March 26, 2017 at 4:00pm A service of Evening Prayer for Lent;  
Sunday April 30, 2017 at 4:00pm The Baltimore Mandolin Orchestra with Banjoist Buddy Wachter 

 Catholic Schools Week: Sunday, January 29 to Friday, February 3, 2017 

 Ash Wednesday, March 1, 2017 (Ashes distributed during 8am, 10am, 12N and 7pm Masses) 

 Lenten Mission for Cluster Parishes at St. Ursula, Parkville: March 13, 14, and 15 

 Lenten Penance: all Saturdays at 3:45pm and all Wednesdays at 8:30am (at IHM) 

                                 During the Mission at St. Ursula (March 13) 

                                 Tuesday, April 4 at St. Isaac Jogues, 7pm  

 Easter Sunday, April 16, 2017 

 First Eucharist Weekends:  April 22 & 23 and April 30 at selected weekend Masses 

 May Procession and Parish Picnic: May 7, 2017,  12noon Mass and following  

 IHM  School Graduation:   June 1, 2017 - 7 pm 

 Summer break for IHM School begins:  June 9, 2017(subject to change) 

 
Our Parish depends on your continued support throughout the year.  While our staff has been very conscientious in cutting 

costs, the response to our Fall Offertory campaign has not produced the increase needed to maintain a balanced budget. 

Please consider what you can do in our “take the next step campaign”.  If you are giving at a $5 or $10/week level, can you 

take the next step to $6 or $12/week?  If you are giving at a higher level, can you take the next step of a 5% or 10% increase? 

We continue to urge all families to consider monthly electronic (EFT) giving as a consistent way to support your parish 

throughout the year and greatly appreciate your support and generosity.  

 

Our Parish website is being reconstructed so as to offer more features and up-to-date information.  Please look for our new 

website to be launched in January or February at:   www.immaculateheartofmary.com  

 

http://www.ihmschoolmd.org/
http://www.immaculateheartofmary.com/


http://www.shieldthevulnerable.org/
mailto:dbradley@immaculateheartofmary.com
mailto:tbozek@immaculateheartofmary.com
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RUSS’S PLUMBING
SERVICE

410-668-9114
“DON’T FUSS, CALL RUSS”

PLUMBING - HEATING
AIR CONDITIONING

Valley View Inn
Family Restaurant and Lounge

Daily Lunch & Dinner Specials
Thurs. & Sun. Sour Beef & Dumplings
410-668-0255 8712 Satyr Hill Rd.
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Jim Bush
Plumbing
Senior Discounts

Plumbing • Heating

Bathroom & Kitchen

Remodeling • Waterproofi ng

Drains Cleaned

410-644-1399

LOCH RIDGE 7 - ELEVEN
In The Loch Ridge Shopping Center

OPEN 24 HOURS

SERENA R. NOLAN, 
M.D., P.A.

TERRY STEVENSON, CRNP
Internal Medicine

Accepting New Patients
Most Insurances Accepted

410-668-4300
Now located at 8831 Satyr Hill Rd., 

Suite 100 • Parkville

M.H.I.C. #4648 FREE ESTIMATES

HARVIEW ROOFING CO.
SPECIALIZING IN

ROOFING - SIDING - SPOUTING
TRIM WORK-REPLACEMENT WINDOWS

(Over 30 Yrs. Experience)
SINCE 1959JOE AL
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Ruck  Funeral  Homes
Owned and Operated By The Ruck Family

Leonard J. Ruck Funeral Home, Inc. Ruck Towson Funeral Home, Inc.
410-426-1517 410-823-1700www.RuckFuneralHomes.com
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Same Day Service!
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www.columbusgardens.com
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Ask About Our SpecialsAsk About Our Specials
8307 Harford Rd.

THIS WILL
DO  IT!

Call 410-578-3600

Perry Hall
HEATING &

AIR CONDITIONING
CO., INC.

410-256-7285
Servicing Heat Pumps, Gas

Furnaces & Central Air
Service Contracts Available

www.perryhallhtg.com

Tim Fosbrink
Heather Hayes

410-668-2300

SERVING THE IHM COMMUNITY 
SINCE 1960

8521 Loch Raven Boulevard
Towson, Maryland 21286

Raw Bar & Grill

SUNDAY BRUNCH
Sundays 10:30 – 2:00

410-821-9550
826 Dulaney Valley Rd.

www.razorbacksgrill.com

TJ HI-TECH
AUTO BODY

Auto Collision Repair
Foreign and Domestic

Don & Diane Ruth
8606 Old Harford Rd. 410-661-4377

113 Back River 
Neck Road

Essex, MD 21221

410-687-7733
www.pizzajohns.com
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Yours!
Call For Info. 410-578-3600

IT'S TIME TO GET IN SHAPE!
Training for Men & 
Women…All Ages

Karen Aylor-Chenoweth Karen Aylor-Chenoweth 
Certifi ed Personal Certifi ed Personal 

Trainer/Pilates InstructorTrainer/Pilates Instructor

410-227-7131410-227-7131
No long term commitment required

Advertising 
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www.hollenshades.com
Mon-Fri 7-6

Sat 7-2
1501 E. Joppa Rd, Towson   410-828-5750
• Family Owned & Operated in Towson Since 1939
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• Domestic, Import and Light Truck Repairs
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BALTIMORE'S HOME 
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Pray for
Vocations

ONLY GOD KNOWS 
HOW WE NEED THEM

For information: 410-547-5426
SERRA CLUB

ARCHDIOCESE OF BALTIMORE
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WHAT CAN STRAY CATS 
TEACH US ABOUT LIFE?... 

You may be surprised!
Fr. Joe Breighner's book - 

"For the Love of Stray Cats" 
an easy "purrfectly" insightful read.

Send $10.00 plus $2.00 for postage & handling to FATA • P.O. Box 4889
Baltimore, MD 21211 (checks only payable to FATA)

PRAYER CARDS
Commemorate ...  Celebrate ... 

Remember your special
days, events, people . . .

Call to discuss 410-578-3600
Personalized • Full Color • Unlimited Designs

 HIGH QUALITY 

DIGITAL PRINTING

Fast Turn Around • All Types of Jobs

Send your file for a quote to

    printing@fataonline.com

   410-578-3600

- a booklet for those suffering health problems. 
Quick-reading, inspiring, cheering.....

A meaningful gift for those you care about.
Send $10.00 to FATA: P.O. Box 4889

Baltimore, MD 21211 • (Checks only payable to FATA)

“S  eeking 
Serenity”
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